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Agency says inmate's death should be a homicide 


Report blames ‘grossly incompetent’ care given 
during Cummings’ physical, mental decline 


By MATTHEW SPINA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


In the days leading to her death, 
Holding Center inmate India Cum- 
mings would babble on the floor of her 
cell and lay in a puddle of her urine, but 
the Erie County jail’s key staff failed to 
respond as she declined mentally and 
physically, a state agency says. 

The Commission of Correction’s 


Medical Review Board said Cum- 
mings’ death from a host of factors in 
2016 should be called a homicide - a 
death at the hands of others - because 
of medical neglect. 

“The medical and mental health 
care provided to Cummings by Erie 
County during the course of incar- 
ceration, and her care, custody and 
safekeeping by Erie County sheriff 
deputies was so grossly incompetent 


India Cummings, 27, died in 
2016 after 17 days in the Erie 
County Holding Center. 


and inadequate as to shock the con- 
science,” the state panel of doctors and 
lawyers said in a report The Buffalo 
News obtained Monday. 

The Medical Review Board said 
Cummings could have survived with 
“adequate and appropriate medical 
and mental health care.” 

Cummings’ death in February 2016, 
after 17 days in the Holding Center, in- 
cited protests against Sheriff Timothy 
B. Howard and the team of jail dep- 
uties, administrators and clinicians 
who labor inside the downtown jail. 
She was the 21st inmate to die in an 


Erie County lockup since Howard be- 
came sheriff in 2005. The list has since 
swelled to 24, even as federal court-ap- 
pointed monitors work to improve the 
health care and mental health care af- 
forded county inmates. 

The Commission of Correction’s 
Medical Review Board, which investi- 
gates in-custody deaths in New York, 
has faulted the jail’s medical care in 
other cases. The state agency called the 
medical attention given to drug defen- 
dant David Liddick, who died in 2014 


See Cummings on Page A10 


BMHA chief says: 
‘Share the work and 
dont split the bids’ 


Purchasing duties 
will be reassigned 


By SUSAN SCHULMAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The head of the Buffalo 
Municipal Housing Authority 
plans to revamp the agency’s 
purchasing, with fewer em- 
ployees involved, and ensur- 
ing those who are follow this 
mantra: “Share the work and 
don’t split the bids.” 

“That’s not rocket science. 
It should not be insurmount- 
able,” said Interim Executive 
Director Gillian Brown. 

Brown, who was appointed 
to the interim job at the end of 
March, said he has been work- 
ing for the past few months on 
a staffing reorganization that 
he believes will increase BMHA 
supervision and address pur- 
chasing issues that were raised 


one of the BMHA’s assistant 
maintenance superintendents 
received almost $400,000 in 
payments for cleaning and 
repairing Housing Author- 
ity apartments in 2017 - just 
months after the business was 
created. The BMHA paid GFY 
General Services & Cleaning 
almost twice as much as any 
other company doing similar 
work for the agency. 

A majority of the work 
awarded to GFY was in incre- 
ments of $2,000 or less. Such 
spending, known as a mi- 
cropurchase, is exempt from 
federal bidding rules. BMHA 
assistant maintenance super- 
intendents picked which com- 
panies were given the jobs. 

The article was based on 
The News’ analysis of BMHA 
purchasing records. The anal- 
ysis found 90 percent of $2.5 
million in outside work done 
for the authority was based 


Trump backs Putin's denial 
of interference in 2016 election 


in an article published Sunday 
by The Buffalo News. 

The News reported that a 
Batavia company with ties to 


on individual purchase orders 
of $2,000 or less. The News 


See BMHA on Page A3 


Man lived on a porch 
in Falls for 3 years, till 
iiaia had enough 


By Tuomas J. PROHASKA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


For the past three years, Shawn 
Haseley lived on the porch of a 
boarded-up Niagara Falls house. 

Neighbors once found him 
covered in snow and took him to a 
homeless shelter. 

Other times, he’s been rushed to 
hospitals. The 48-year-old suffered 
frostbite in February, and a surgeon 
at Erie County Medical Center 
amputated his right leg below the 
knee and the toes on his left foot. 


John Hickey/Buffalo News 


Shawn Haseley is But after troubled stays at 
looking for a new 
place to live. See Porch on Page A10 


New York Times 


President Trump shakes the hand of Russian President Vladimir Putin on Monday in Helsinki during what Trump 
called a “deeply productive” summit meeting. 


ANALYSIS 


Extraordinary spectacle 
will shape Trumps legacy 


It remains to be seen whether 
GOP leaders will rethink support 


By Dan BALZ 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - When the his- 
tory of Donald Trump’s presidency 
is ultimately written, July 16, 2018, 
will have a special entry. On a day 
when the setting called for a show of 
strength and resolve from an Ameri- 


can president, Trump instead offered 
deference, defensiveness, equivoca- 
tion and weakness. 

If anyone can recall a performance 
by a U.S. president that rivaled the 
one seen around the world Monday, 
let them come forward. In the mean- 
time, Trump’s extraordinary joint 
news conference with Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin will stand on its 


Questions conclusions 
of U.S. intelligence agencies 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD Davis 


NEW YORK TIMES 


HELSINKI - President Trump stood 
next to President Vladimir Putin of Rus- 
sia on Monday and publicly challenged the 
conclusion of his own intelligence agencies 
that Moscow interfered in the 2016 presiden- 
tial election, wrapping up what he called a 
“deeply productive” summit meeting with an 
extraordinary show of trust for a leader ac- 
cused of attacking U.S. democracy. 

In a remarkable news conference, Trump 
did not name a single action for which Putin 


See Analysis on Page A5 


See Summiton Page A5 
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